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Aocordng to tntemational Palant Classlflcalion (IPC) or to both naltonal ctassiflcalion and IPC 



B. RELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documenlalton searched (ctassiflcation system foDowed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 A61B 601F 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are Included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the Intematlonat search (name of data base and. where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal, WPI Data, PAJ 



C. DOCUIUIENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Categoiy* Cftatlan of document, with Indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to dalm No. 



us 5 495 854 A (CURRIE ET AL) 
5 March 1996 (1996-03-05) 



column 3, line 63 - column 4, line 65 
column 5, line 14 - line 32; claims 1,2 

US 4 753 249 A (MULLER ET AL) 
28 June 1988 (1988-06-28) 
qited in the application 
column 5, line 35 - line 61 

US 3 871 231 A (CIARICO ET AL) 
18 March 1975 (1975-03-18) 

column 2, line 60 - column 4, line 28 
column 5, line 28 - line 63 
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Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 
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*A' document defining the general slate of the art whtoh Is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
'E' earlier document but published on or aRerthe tntemational 

filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priorfty dalm(5)or 
which is cfted to estabGsh the publication dale of another 
citation or other special reason (as specffled) 
document referring to an oral dlsdcsure, use, exhltiSlon or 
other means 

*P* document published prior to the international flQng date but 
later than the pHority date claimed 



*T* later document pubfished after the Inlemational fling date 
or prtorlty date and nol In conflict with the application but 
dted to understand the prtndple or theory underiying the 
invention 

*X" document of partlcu tar relevance: ttie d aimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

'Y" document of particular relevance: the dalmed Inventton 

cannol be considered to Involve an Inventive step when the 
document Is combined wrUh one or more other such docu- 
ments, such ooml)lnatlon being obvious to a person skilled 
In the ait 

document member of the same patent family 
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GB 929 181 A (UALL & LEIGH LIMITED) 
19 June 1963 (1963-06-19) 
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Box II Observations where certain dalms were found unsearctiable (Contlnimtlon of Itein 2 of first sheet) 

This International Search Report has not been established In respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the foHowlng reasons: 
1. I I Claims Nos.: 

— because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. H Claims Nos.: 20 

— because they relate to parts of the intematlonal Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 

3. I Claims Nos.: 

— because they are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box 111 Observations where unity of invention is lacidng (Continuation of Item 3 of first sheeQ 

This tntemaHonal Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this International application, as follows: 



1 . j I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Intematlonal Search Report covers all 
I — I searchable claims. 

2. I I AS all searchable claims could be searched without effort Justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any addltlonai fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
^ — I covers only ttiose claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. No required adcBfional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this intematlonal Search Report Is 
— restricted to the invention first mentioned In the dalms; It is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest 




The addltlonai search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 



I I No protest accompanied the payment of aridltiona! search fees. 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



Continuation of Box 11,2 
Claims Nos.: 20 



Claim 20 does not define the matter for which protection Is sought In 
terms of the technical features of the invention. As a consequence, 
claim 20 fails to comply with the clarity requirements of Article 6 PCT 
(see also Rule 6.2(a) and 6.3(a) PCT) to such an extent that a 
meaningful search Is Impossible. 

The applicant's attention is dravm to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This Is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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